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PNC Foundation Joins the TMW Center at University
of Chicago to Launch New "Any Time is 3Ts Time" to
Boost Early Learning
Free, bilingual resources will empower parents nationwide to advance brain development for children birth to
age three

CHICAGO, Nov. 7, 2019 /PRNewswire/ -- The PNC Foundation today awarded a $3.3 million grant to the TMW
Center for Early Learning + Public Health at the University of Chicago to launch "Any Time is 3Ts Time," a
campaign designed to empower parents with knowledge and skills to enhance their infants' and toddlers' cognitive
development. The grant is supported through PNC Grow Up Great®, a bilingual $500 million, multi-year initiative to
help prepare children from birth to age 5 for success in school and life.

Developed by the TMW Center from early education research led by Dr. Dana Suskind, "Any Time is 3Ts Time" is
built on the 3Ts – Tune In, Talk More and Take Turns – a simple tool that helps parents make the most of everyday
interactions with their young children. The campaign will provide online and print materials to parents through a
network of community partners, particularly in underserved neighborhoods. The free, easy-to-use resources on
the3Ts.org will become available in early 2020 and will eventually include access to an interactive web-based 3Ts
app and Spanish-language versions of the entire campaign.

"We recognized an opportunity to develop high-quality, early educational resources for families with children under
age three," said Sally McCrady, chair and president, PNC Foundation. "Now, with proven research from the TMW
Center, we are able to support their effort to make new resources accessible to millions of parents and caregivers
across the country."

The grant will also support TMW Center's roll out Let's Talk!, a parent group program designed for deeper 3Ts
engagement with real-time coaching and in-person sessions. The group program will debut in Chicago in early
January and later extend to other PNC Grow Up Great supported early education programs in St. Louis, Lexington,
Washington D.C. and Houston.

"We know from science just how important the first three years of life are to a child's developing brain. We've seen
first-hand in our own research what a positive impact parents can have in this process," said Dr. Dana
Suskind, professor of surgery and co-director, the TMW Center for Early Learning + Public Health. "We're thrilled to
continue our partnership with the PNC Foundation to enable more parents and families to apply unique science-based
practices that lead to enriched language environments and conversational interactions."

PNC Foundation's support for Dr. Suskind's work in early education began in 2014 with a $3 million grant to support
a five-year study of TMW-Home Visiting, a program designed to help parents build their children's vocabularies for
school readiness. Preliminary results in the TMW Center study reveal that TMW parents improved their toddler's
language environments by increasing conversational turns almost four times more than parents in the control group.
These findings are particularly meaningful because they mirror new and emerging research, which points to the
importance of conversational turn-taking in building a child's language and cognitive skills, ultimately leading to
stronger skill formation.

"Our strategic alliance with the TMW Center enables Chicago to lead the effort in creating long-term positive impact
for tens of thousands of young children across our communities," said Scott Swanson, PNC regional president for
Illinois. "Access to high-quality early education and resources is critical not only for a child's success in school and
life, but helps strengthen and enhance the trajectory for a productive workforce."

Building on the success of TMW-Home Visiting, Let's Talk!, shares the science of foundational brain development,
teaches the 3Ts of Tune In, Talk More and Take Turns, and a host of other strategies, and provides participants with
goal-setting guidance and real-time coaching. It will debut as a pilot program in Chicago in collaboration with
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Metropolitan Family Services, a local organization supported by the PNC Foundation and its Grow Up Great
initiative.

"One of the most important investments we can make in families is in their ability to ensure children's educational
readiness," says Ric Estrada, president and CEO of Metropolitan Family Services. "As a longtime provider of quality
early learning services, we know language development is foundational for children's success. We are honored to
partner in this effort."

To view or download broadcast quality video and other multimedia assets related to this announcement, visit
http://pnc.mediaroom.com/.

The TMW Center for Early Learning + Public Health, an interdisciplinary research institute at the University of
Chicago, develops, tests, and disseminates evidence-based, parent- and caregiver-directed interventions that promote
children's cognitive, language, and social-emotional development. To be effective, the organization uses feedback
cycles to improve programs and inform scaling. With science driving its efforts, the TMW Center seeks to advance a
public health approach to early learning: focus on prevention, rather than remediation, place parents and caregivers at
the center of their child's education, embed proven practices into existing education and health systems, use research
to drive innovation and impact at scale. Through its outreach, the Center aims to influence the broader fields of
health, education, and social services with this preventive, evidence-driven approach that focuses on the importance
of the first three years of life. A joint venture between University of Chicago's Biological Sciences and Social
Sciences Divisions, the TMW Center is led by Dana Suskind, MD and Professor John List. Learn more at
tmwcenter.uchicago.edu.

The PNC Foundation, which receives its principal funding from The PNC Financial Services Group (www.pnc.com),
actively supports organizations that provide services for the benefit of communities in which it has a significant
presence. The foundation focuses its philanthropic mission on early childhood education and community and
economic development, which includes the arts and culture. Through Grow Up Great, its signature cause that began
in 2004, PNC has created a bilingual $500 million, multi-year initiative to help prepare children from birth to age 5
for success in school and life. For more information, visit http://www.pncgrowupgreat.com.
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